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Research Paper Outline  

Please following the outline below for your paper – some components may not be included in your paper – do your best to complete all.  


1. Title Page

1. Table of Contents

1. Introduction – Problem or Objective
 State your research problem first!
 Next, explain the background to the research problem.
 Further justify the proposed study.
 List the issues that emerge from the research problem.
 
1. Literature Review
 Summarize the main findings reported on your chosen topic by others.
 Make sure you list these readings in References at the end of the proposal. 

Proposed Theoretical Model 
  Link findings from the Literature Review with your own ideas. That is, what do you see as your contribution to the topic under study? Are there any hypotheses to be tested? 

1. Research Design – Subjects – Measurement – Collection- 
  Data: where will you collect the data you need for the project? 
· Other study information such as ethical issues and expected problems. 
· Limitations
· Ethical considerations.
· Methodology: Will you have to develop new variables to measure the proposed constructs or models? Which statistical techniques are most likely to be suitable for testing your data? Do you plan to set up a mainly quantitative or qualitative study or something in between? Are you thinking of using case studies, surveys or some other method? 
· Survey Instrument (if applicable)

Expected Outcomes – Analysis Significance 
· Discuss, in general, how your proposed research would lead to a significant improvement over the original studies, and how it would benefit the field. (In other words, why should someone care? If you were applying for money to do this, why would someone fund you? If you wanted to publish your results, why would they be interesting?) 

1. Data Analysis
· Write a review of your data and the analysis of the data

1. Conclusion
· What did your study reveal? 
· What future studies should be conducted 


1. References
· Include all references in APA style. 

1. Abstract
· No more than 150 words
· An abstract is a brief, comprehensive summary of the contents of your research
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